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PREFACE. 



The mineral cabinet of the academy as it now exists was begun in 
1874. Two small collections had been presented to the academy some 
time before, one by Oapt. G. W. Upshur, U. S. N., and another by the 
Hon. Joseph Wilson, Commissioner of the General Land-Office, but at 
the time the cabinet was begun, although these collections served well 
as a nucleus, they lacked scientific arrangement knd identification, and 
were exhibited simply as curiosities. The reasons for founding a cabi- 
net were set forth in the following letter to the Army and Navy Jour- 
nal of March 13, 1875 : 

It is proposed by the superintendent and instructors of the Naval Academy to 
found, at that institution, a mineralogical cabinet. Through the kindness of the 
Hon. Joseph Wilson, Commissioner of the General Land-Office, a beginning has been 
made, and these specimens, together with those of the professor in charge, have been 
classified and arranged. It is unnecessary to point out the advantages of such a cab- 
inet to the institution. The growing importance of the study of natural science is 
realized by all educators, and it is equally well understood that the study can only be 
pursued through the observation of natural phenomena and natural objects. 

Bat beyond tbe immediate value of a collection for purposes of instruction in the 
academy, there seem to be other and more important reasons why such a collection 
should be made there. The building up of a mineral cabiuet which shall illustrate the 
science completely can only be eflfected by securing specimens from all possible local- 
ities, and it is believed that, if exercised, this institution has immense facilities fur at- 
taining this end, for its representatives visit all parts of the globe ; consequently, in the 
interest of science and for the benefit of the students, the officers of the institution 
deem it incumbent upon them to avail themselves of these opportunities to form such a 
cabinet as shall be worthy of the academy and its friends, and shall be of permanent 
value to mineralogists. To secure this end it is desired to call the attention of the 
friends of the academy to this object, and to solicit their assistance and co-operation 
in its accomplishment. What can be doue is evidenced at West Point, where there 
is a collection of which it may well be proud, and it would seem that, with a wide 
field for cultivation, the academy at Annapolis should realize a larger yield. The 
maintaining of the cabinet there will be of the greatest benefit to such officers of the 
Navy as may have a taste for the science, for it will serve to stimulate and encourage 
them in its pursuit. It is desirable that those of our officers who have an aptitude for 
the study should be familiar with the science, for the numerous expeditions to unfre- 
quented lands offer them peculiarly good opportunities for adding to the fund of Iruman 
knowledge. 

Beside publishing this letter, many oflBcers were personally solicited 
to aid us, aqd as a result of these requests we have secured many con- 
tributions, as the catalogue will show. 

As the specimens have been received they have been identified and 
arranged as fast as possible. Oases have been erected for them in the 
Philosophical building, and every care has been taken to make the cab- 



inet as useful, and give to it as permaneDt a character as possible. To 
each specimen is attached a card. 
Upon one side is given, 

Species, No. 

Variety, 

Donor, 

Locality. 
And on the reverse side, 

Chemical composition. 

Crystalline form 

Determined by 
Dana's system of classification is followed, and the numbers refer to 
the system of mineralogy by J. D. Dana, 4th subedition of the 5th 
edition, 1872, or to the appendix of Brush & E. S. J>ana, 1872 and 1876. 
It was thought it would give moit) valu43 to the specimens if the name 
of the person who had identified each was attached to it. The cases are 
fixed upright against the wall, the shelves are sloping, and the specimens 
are placed upon them in paper trays, the trays being arranged by strii»s 
of wood in convenient groups in the way common to mineral cabinets. 
To attach cards, two contrivances of wire are used. One made by 
twisting two parallel strips of fine brass wire together in the middle. 
The ends being thus bifurcated, one serves to hold the card and the 
other grasps the edge of the tray. The other is made by bending a 
strip of wire into the shape of a hair-pin, and then bending both the 
arms twice in the same direction at right angles, and pressing them 
completely down. This is much the neatest form, but both are found 
useful. 

Of course these cards may become separated from the specimens, so 
it is intended as soon as possible to fix permanent numbers upon the 
specimens, and place tlie numbers in the catalogue. 

Tbe catalogue does not by any means comprise all the specimens pre- 
sented, for there are several hundred yet to be identified, and the geo- 
logical, lithological, and paleontological specimens have not been in the 
least classified, but the work is being pushed on as fast as circum- 
stances will permit. 
It is hoped this evidence of the success of the undertaking which the 

catalogue exhibits will encourage the officers of the Navy, and especially 
the graduates of the academy, to assist in making the cabinet an honor 
to the service, a credit to their scientific attainments, and a special at- 
traction of the academy. 
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